Hand-arm vibration syndrome: a new clinical classification and an updated British standard guide for hand transmitted vibration
Raynaud's phenomenon of occupational origin known in the 1950s as "the vibration syndrome" or "vibration induced white finger (VWF)" has, in the 1980s, been renamed "the hand-arm vibration syndrome." This occupational hazard has, since 1890, afflicted operators using hand held pneumatic tools (chipping and grinding), chain saws and strimmers, jackleg drills, and electrically driven rotating tools. The government has considered this vibration syndrome as an occupational hazard since 1950,' finally accepting the condition as a prescribed disease ( In both scales objective tests will be required and thus now assume a new dimension. In the vascular scale cold provocation tests are recommended."'-In the neurological scale tactile function (two point and depth sense aesthesiometry"'-3) and vibrotactile threshold measurements'4 are required. These tests are conducted on each finger and thumb of both hands. It is also proposed that the sensory tests traditionally used by neurologists (fine touch, pain, and temperature) be added to increase the accuracy of the final SN staging. '5 From the international conferences evidence has grown that the vascular and neurological components develop independently,'6 thus supporting the separation inherent in the Stockholm revision. Recognition of the neurological component will require more vigilance by physicians in the differential diagnosis of vibration exposed subjects to exclude polyneuropathies.'7 Measurement of nerve conduction velocities may also become routine, especially in view of the carpal tunnel involvement thought to be present to some degree in manipulating heavy hand held vibratory tools but not necessarily due to vibration.
Whereas progress has been made in the pathophysiology and in the clinical assessment, it is disappointing to find that the design of hand held vibratory tools, in particular chipping hammers and road drills, has made little progress over the past 
